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BAR BRIEFS

be able to do for him if he but subscribes. . . There is no way to
protect that man against himself that we know of except to endeavor
to educate him.'
"This gullibility in quarters that should above all be immune from
such weakness is one of the most astonishing things in the age in which
we live. Shakespeare's words come naturally to mind:
" 'Can such things be
And overcome us like a summer's cloud
Without our special wonder'?"
Yes, such things can be, say we, and not only with respect to
'law lists.'
NATION'S NEED FOR THE LAWYER
We again direct attention to the need of the nation for the
lawyer. In the annual survey of the National Economic League for
the most important problem before the nation, you will again find
that eight of the subjects that received the most votes relate to matters
in which the lawyer should be best qualified to speak. We say "should
be" because they are subjects with which he is concerned daily. Proper
foundational training, proper legal training, and proper current contact
with community problems is absolutely essential. The nation looks
and must continue to look to the lawyer, notwithstanding a lot of
"piffle" about not wanting "my boy to be a lawyer."
The vote of the Economic League membership on the ten leaders
was as follows:
Prohibition ...................................................... 1,871
Administration of Justice ................................... 1,750
Lawlessness .................................................... 1,514
Unemployment, Economic Stabilization ......
1,434
Law Enforcement ......................................... 1,398
Crime ................................................................ 1,314
World Court ....
........
............. i,io6
T axation ..............................................................
966
W orld Peace .................
.............................. ..
Efficient Democratic Government .................

879
7o8

THE LAW-PROFESSION OR BUSINESS?
Having just read the majority and dissenting opinions of the
Supreme Court of Illinois in People vs. Chicago Bar Association, we
heartily concur in the statement of the Chicago Bar Association, towit: "The Bar is shocked by the retrogression of the majority opinion
from the high standards to which the Court heretofore has given its
whole-hearted support for the advancement of the profession in
Illinois. It is nevertheless the confident hope of the Bar that the
clear, vigorous dissenting opinion in the McCallum case (341 Ill. 578)
will ultimately be accepted by the Court as the correct application of
the principles of professional ethics to such facts as were disclosed in
this case. Otherwise, the door will be open to practices which are
utterly subversive of professional honor and dignity." And we add:
If the dividing line between legitimate advertising and solicitation
of business is really as narrow as the majority opinion in the McCallum
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case says it is, and canons of ethics are merely safe guides for professional conduct, but not of binding obligation, nor enforceable as
such by the courts, we may as well come "off our high horse," take our
place with the boot-black and the ditch-digger, and advise every young
lawyer "to go out and get the business."
AS NOTABLE AS THE MAN, HIMSELF
Justice Holmes' reply to the tribute paid him on his ninetieth
birthday is so much worth preserving that we take this, our earliest,
opportunity of reprinting it:
"In this symposium my part is only to sit in silence; to express
one's feelings as the end draws near is too intimate a task. But I may
mention one thought which comes to me as a listener in. The riders
in a race do not stop short when they reach the goal.
"There is a little finishing canter before coming to a standstill;
there is time to hear the kind voices of friends and to say to one's
self, 'The work is done.' But just as one says that the answer comes:
"'The race is over but the work never is done while the power to
work remains.
"The canter that brings it to a standstill need not be only coming
to rest; it cannot be while you still live, for to live is to function.
That is all there is in living. And so, I end with a line from a Latin
poet who uttered the message more than 1,500 years ago:
"Death clutches my ear and says, 'Live, I am coming'."
APPOINTMENTS
President Traynor has recently made the following appointments:
As members of a special committee on Unauthorized Practice of
Law-John 0. Hanchett, Chairman, Valley City; S. E. Ellsworth,
Jamestown; C. L. Young, Bismarck; Arthur Knauf, Jamestown; W. D.
Lynch, LaMoure; A. P. Paulson, Valley City. As delegates from the
State Bar Association to the Conference of Bar Association Delegates
-W. A. McIntyre, Grand Forks; S. D. Adams, Lisbon; John 0.
Hanchett (alternate for the President), Valley City.
The Presidents of the District Associations have made the following designations to the Conference of Bar Association Delegates: First
District-B. F. Spalding and M. A. Hildreth, Fargo; Lake RegionF. T. Cuthbert and Clyde Duffy, Devils Lake; Third District-Judge
Geo. M. McKenna, Napoleon; A. M. Kvello, Lisbon; Bismarck District-C. L. Young, Bismarck; John Knauf, Jamestown; Southwestern
District-John Keohane, Beach; John Sullivan, Mandan; Northwestern
District-L. J. Palda, Jr., and James Johnson, Minot.
STANDING INVITATION
On a number of previous occasions attention has been directed to
the fact that Bar Briefs is the organ of individual members of the
Association, and that comment or discussion of items appearing therein
is welcomed. The only cautioning thought we have is this: "Keep,
then, this first great precept, ever near; short be your speech, your
matter strong and clear."

